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  Current as of 1/10/11, these files summarize events in the ASH Universe. The pre-2022 section is broader and less-detailed, but the other years cover events on an issue-by-issue basis. The 2026 Timeline also includes the status of various ASH Universe titles (active, hiatus, etc).



  



  SECTION ONE: Pre-2022


  Last Updated: 6/3/08


  As the ASH Universe has grown, especially thanks to the DEEP ARMAGEDDONcrossover and its fallout, the Timeline has become a bit unwieldy. As aresult, it has now been broken up by year. This file will cover the storiesthat took place prior to 2022, which is the year most stories startedhappening. Because it spans the time from 10,000 BCE until 2022, it willcover events in much less detail than the other timeline sections.


  10000 BCE


  The offshoot of humanity later to be called Homo Sapiens Magi orsimply Magi discover their inborn ability to manipulate the laws ofnature. They begin to build an empire.


  9000 BCE


  Golden Age of the Magi. Society similar to medieval times evolves,but more dependent on magic for everyday life. The Council of Twentyensures that magic is never abused to the point of endangering reality.


  8700 BCE


  The Thirteenth, later known as Omega, splits away from the Council of Twenty and begins to amass followers. He believes in less restrictionson the use of magic. Civil Wars break out several times among thenon-Magi followers of each side, but the Magi refrain from combat.


  8663 BCE


  The Causality Wars are triggered when Omega directly attacks theCouncil of Nineteen by traveling back in time to kill them as youths.Soon all times are embroiled on these wars, and huge chunks of history arerewritten. The embodiment of Time itself takes a role in destroyingseveral of the combatants on both sides. Soon all signs of the GoldenAge have been erased, as if it had never happened. The few remainingfullblood Magi retreat to the Astral Planes which are immune to theravages of Time and causality. A few people with some Magi heritagesurvive in the new timeline (known as Partbloods), and they swear neverto use their powers again.


  8000 BCE


  No archaeological proof survives that the Magi ever existed by thistime. The world reverts to a more primitive state while technology thatworks within the natural laws is slowly developed to replace magic.Partbloods hide their ancestry and thin the blood further by carefullynot marrying each other. Meanwhile, the Magi in the Astral realmsbegin to see themselves as gods and demons and start to seek followersin the real world.


  4000 BCE to 1000 BCE


  Magi genetic traits, being not bound by normal laws ofgenetic selection, appear seemingly at random in some individuals, MagiSports. These Sports perform acts that are the basis of legend.Certain Partbloods, having no knowledge of the oaths sworn by theirancestors, begin to develop ritual magic.


  1000 BCE to 1400 CE


  Ritual magic is perfected, but emerging Christianitylimits its practice. The rules of Alchemy begin to bridge the gap betweenthe Five Pillars of Reality and their breaking. Several Sports developimpressive magical powers, but still nowhere near those of the Purebloods.During this time, many Purebloods have begun to lose interest in Earth,and explore other realms adjacent to their Astral abodes. Priestly magic(which depended on contacting Purebloods) fades during this era. SimonFilius (aka Iago Montessi) codifies magic in _Cosmoclasty_ near the endof this era. In 79 CE, four supernormals from 2026 arrive, havingunpredictable effects on the timeline. Two of them leave in 81 CE, theother two in 82 CE, but they create a divergent timeline.


  1400 CE to 1800 CE


  Persecution of Sports, Partbloods and even those merelysuspected of having magic powers is endemic. Most Partbloods are killedor driven underground, as are many with merely the potential to pass on the gene. Magic goes into a major decline, and figures of legendaryprowess are uncommon as Sports decline in frequency.


  1800's


  Spiritualism becomes popular and many Partbloods are able to come outinto the open. As transmission of the Magene is partly a function of thedesire of the parents to have such powers, more Sports are born andPartbloods give birth to children inheriting stronger powers than theirparents.


  1900 +/- 10 years



  Discovery of Modern Physics, with Statistical Mechanics andQuantum Physics, as well as Relativity. Oddly enough, some results aredifficult for certain scientists to reproduce, as if the initial findingswere simply what the observer wanted to see. However, this is passed offas sloppy procedure and the sciences develop as they did in "our" world.


  early 1900's


  Many scientists and inventors defy Physical Law with theirfinds and creations. However, few can reproduce the results, despite thefact no one can find fault with the methods of some of the scientists.And the inventions work, despite violation of the Laws of Thermodynamics.Most are ignored as crackpots and charlatans, but a few critics look foranother answer. Most notable among these is Nikola Tesla, who himselfwas labelled a crank by Edison and others.


  1938 to 1947


  The First Heroic Age. Although most of the heroes are simplyrough'n'ready detectives and mysterymen, some have genuine powers, likethe teleporting Johnny Angel. Others have devices that are impossible bystandard physics, like Beacon's Light Lance (which was the basis of thetechnology used by Doublecross). A paper by Nikola Tesla is found thatproposes that the laws of nature are mutable in the presence of a strongenough will. Like much of his writing, it was ignored in his day, butthe heroes flying around give it new weight. The Edison Project isstarted in order to find a Superweapon using supernatural effects, butproduces no results and goes deep underground during the Cold War.See http://www.eyrie.org/~dvandom/ASH/FirstAge for more.


  1947 to 1967


  Members of the Edison Project work in secret on the basislaid down by Tesla. With the help of a few Partblood sorcerors whotold them certain ancient lore, project scientist propose Homo SapiensMagi as an offshoot of humanity. A test is devised to determine theamount by which an individual could warp the laws of nature, combiningQuantum Mechanics and Statistical Mechanics. Theoretically, an individualwith Magi genes could cause a result to happen more often than it should (for example, speed up radioactive decay), and this could be measured.The Tesla Index is developed to describe the amount of ability a subjecthas. However, technological limitations prevent this test from beingvery useful. Anyone who registered as having a significant deviation fromzero was pretty obviously not normal already.


  Meanwhile, engineers who didn't care as much for theory as resultsbegin pushing the limits of the laws of nature. Some of them (who wouldlater test quite high on the Tesla Index) develop revolutionary devicesthat can do amazing things. Unfortunately, there is a limit on how farthey could go without making a device only they could use. By this time,almost everyone has a small amount of Magi blood, so limited "Supertech"(as it was called) can be used by anyone. But the most advanced of thesupertech can only be used by those with high Tesla Indices.


  1967 to 1976


  The Second Heroic Age. Great numbers of Sports are born duringand after WWII, owing to the Owens Effect (which is what scientistscalled the tendency of the Magene to manifest when the parents wishedfor the ability to do superhuman things). Some of these Sports have highenough Tesla Indices to manifest superpowers, but most rely on variousforms of supertech, like Powersuits and miracle serums. A peculiar quirkresulting from the Owens Effect being triggered by superheroes led to thefact that most of these Sports have fixed powers, instead of the regularability of Partbloods to perform magic. In fact, most of those with fullpowers have abilities *almost* within the range of science to explain.During this era, the term Pseudoscience moves out of the realm of insultsand becomes the semiofficial term for the study of phenomena likesupertech and magic as they affect the Natural Order. For more details,see http://www.eyrie.org/~dvandom/ASH/SecondAge


  1976 to 1986


  A dearth of Sports is caused by the desire for "normalcy"inherent in the 1950's. Many heroes of the Second Age retire or die asthe result of either combat or the side effects of their own powers. Thefield of Pseudoscience becomes formalized as Violation Physics, and therules governing it become almost as well understood as those of regularPhysics. The Five Clastics are "rediscovered" and applied to Supertech."Straight" scientists are careful to not let Tesla effects enter theirexperiments and certain individuals are found who have negative TeslaIndices and act as "Anchors" for the physical laws. These Anchors areoften employed by major labs to hang around and keep things normal.Supermarket tabloids stick to gossip, since the paranormal is real.


  1986 to 1997


  The children of the 70's come of age, and among them are someof the most powerful Sports ever seen. Many of them have the potential touse real magic in addition to whatever unique powers they have. SeveralPurebloods begin to interfere with Earth again, notably the Presence andthe demon Naobata. Other Purebloods who had been worshipped as gods sentportions of their essence back to Earth to power Avatars and seek newworshippers, such as Set (who powered both the hero Set and the villainSutekh) and Odin (who powered Valkyrie back in the Second Era). Apartial list of characters can be found athttp://www.eyrie.org/~dvandom/ASH/ThirdAge.


  1997



  The "Godmarket" opens, as it is colloquially called. Various demonand godlings make major pushes for worshippers, using everything fromthe miraculous (Ethopia suddenly becomes a garden paradise, the HumanImmunodeficiency Virus vanishes in an instant) to the hopelessly mundane (one demon buys souls via telemarketing). Mystics begin to suspectSomething Big is about to happen.


  1998, July 6


  The Causality Wars bleed over into modern times, apparently the"Something Big" that the mystics had been predicting. Millions uponmillions die as their chosen gods drain them of lifeforce to powerthemselves in combat with other Magi. Entire Third-World countries, moresusceptible to the lure of the Godmarket than more cynical developednations, are nearly depopulated overnight. Only a desperate gambit ledby the world's most powerful mages, both good and evil, saves the worldfrom total destruction as godlings start taking energy from even thosenot worshipping them. However, the cost of this salvation is high: everysingle person on Earth with even a hint of the Magene disappears from thevery fabric of reality.


  1998-2000


  The world economy, overly dependent on supertech and those who makeit, nearly collapses. Many people blame Supernaturals for the carnage,not knowing they were the saviors, and a powerful Owens Effect kicks in toreduce the number of superhumans born. However, an equally powerful needfor heroes and the supernormal drives an opposite effect. As a result,for the next decade, nearly all children born will be either totallynormal or very powerful, with little grey area in between. Also, as aresult of the Godmarket being correctly blamed for part of the troubles,there is a resurgence in fundamentalist versions of the monotheisticreligions (Christianity, Islam, etc). The world population in 2000 isestimated to be 2 billion.


  2001-2010


  The world recovers, in part because no government remaining iswilling to take strong action against the Pranir smugglers, traders fromelsewhere in the galaxy. Internal turmoil in the Planetary Confederationalso helps the Pranir gain access to Terran markets. Non-supertechtechnology advances in leaps and bounds, but unevenly. The former mainsupplier of illicit supertech, the nation of Khadam, recovers from theirmassive losses (76% of the population had the Magene) by becoming the mainport of call for Pranir ships, a sort of interplanetary Hong Kong. Onlywithout the high moral character of that city's opium days.


  2011-2017


  As more and more high-powered teenagers start to appear, variousgovernments try to take action to deal with them. The North AmericanCombine (really just Canada and Mexico under U.S. hegemony, but anappearance of equality is maintained) establishes the Academy to train(and some say indoctrinate) these youths. It becomes known colloquiallyas the Academy of Super-Heroes, after the famed hero group of the late1980s. Rumors circulate that Khadam is force-growing children to re-establish their supertech markets and some fairly impressive failuresare occasionally reported ravaging the Sahara for the short time theysurvive. China, which gobbled up large areas left vacant by the CausalityWars, remains secretive but denies that any superhumans are being bornthere. 


  
    Important dates:


    August 12, 2013 - the Big One hits Southern California and kills thousands, mostly in urban areas. Los Angeles becomes known as LostAngeles and never really recovers.


    March 15, 2014 - Doctor Developer is conducting salvage in SoCal andrescues the children who will grow up to form The Reverse Engineersteam. 


    July 6, 2014 - The Academy is officially opened on the site of the former Northwoods Correctional Institute in Wisconsin Sector. Classes start a month and a half later. 


    December 12, 2014 - the first Academy student dies of what comes to beknown as neurological overload syndrome, or Burnout.

  


  2018


  The United World body is established, replacing the United Nations.It has no more power (some say less) than the UN had, but is more powerfulin two important areas: Extraterrestrial (including extradimensional)sanctions, and the Net (which some wags point out is almost extra-dimensional anyway). Worldwide standards for computer commerce areestablished, and on paper, steps are taken to halt Pranir smuggling.Of course, in reality, the Pranir barely break stride.


  2018-2022


  The first college-level class of students at the Academy passesthrough training. Most are directed into scientific or psionics fields,where they will do their graduate studies. But a select few are deemedmore useful as field operatives. Superheroes.


  Continued in SECTION TWO: 2022



  SECTION TWO: 2022


  Last Updated: 1/18/99


  As the ASH Universe has grown, especially thanks to the DEEP ARMAGEDDON crossover and its fallout, the Timeline has become a bit unwieldy. As a result, it has now been broken up by year. This file will cover the stories that took place in 2022, which is where the Sourcebook's timeline left off.


  SUMMER 2022


  Thomas Malfeas awakens from the coma he's lived his entire life in [Warden #1]. He breaks out of the hospital in New York City and vanishes for a few weeks.


  The first-ever graduate studies class starts at the Academy on August 15. Fourteen students start the program, not all will finish. [Academy #0]


  A few weeks into the term, Carlos Rodriguez, cousin to graduate student "Essay" Rodriguez, dies of "burnout." A number of the grads start to wonder if the cases of burnout over the years really stem from a more sinister cause. [Academy #1]


  During a late-summer storm, flier Jen Kleinvogel rescues Carlos's pregnant girlfriend Lana Smith from a suicide attempt. [Academy #2]


  AUTUMN 2022


  In October, the grads investigating the burnout cases started to attract attention from their classmates, resulting in a slight rift among the students, a rift encouraged by the real cause of the student deaths, a Khadamite agent who had assumed the form of one of the students very early on. [Academy #3]


  The tensions of this split were aggravated when the students were called out on a mission to Montana Sector to deal with some Pranir organleggers. One of the students, Arin Kelsey, proves unable to handle the strain and retreats into catatonia. [Academy #4-6]


  As the snows of November started to fall, young Nate Walker encountered a Khadamite Artificial Intelligence on the 'net and stumbled across the components needed to revive the fictional Legion of Net.Heroes. [Academy #7 and Legion of Net.Heroes 2022 #0]


  Paul Mahler, Academy graduate who had moved on to advanced training at MetaPsych, returned about this time to help revive both Arin Kelsey and JakZak Taylor (who had suffered a backlash from trying to use his powers to divine the identity of the suspected killer). Due to a combination of psychic "leakage" and the muddled results of JakZak's divination attempts, JakZak woke up convinced he was somehow the "burnout" killer, but Mahler and Aaron Zander were able to determine that this was a false memory. [Academy #7-8]


  Throughout the late fall, Warden was active in New York City, wiping out smaller paragangs and attracting the attention of both Bathory and the Onyx Eye Tong. [Warden #1-3]


  WINTER 2022


  On Christmas Eve, with the help of information gathered by the Legion of Net.Heroes [LNH 2022 #1], the mystery of the murderer was solved. The shapeshifting, power-absorbing killer was confronted by JakZak and the original Solar Max, and apparently killed. Unknown to most, he was instead teleported up to the orbiting base of the pre-disaster supervillain known as Devastator and his body taken over by the dimensionally-split mastermind. A few days later, as 2023 started, the twelve survivors of the graduate class were granted their advanced degrees, splitting into the powerhouse team ASH (Academy of Super-Heroes) and the more espionage-oriented STRAFE (Superhuman Tactical Resources and Affiliated-Field Experts). [Academy #8]


  Continued in SECTION THREE: 2023


  



  SECTION THREE: 2023


  Last Updated: 12/31/08



  As the ASH Universe has grown, especially thanks to the DEEP ARMAGEDDON crossover and its fallout, the Timeline has become a bit unwieldy. As a result, it has now been broken up by year. This file will cover the stories that took place in 2023.


  WINTER 2023


  Warden was active against both the paragang known as the Oblivious and the Onyx Eye Tong shortly after the holidays, crippling both organizations. [Warden #4-6 take place during this season].


  Both ASH and STRAFE spent a few months building their infrastructures and undergoing further specific training [background to ASH #1 and STRAFE #0]. While getting set up, the core members of STRAFE reminisce about their first adventure together a few years previous, fighting a classmate who turned to supervillainy. [Flashback in STRAFE #0]


  SPRING 2023


  In April, a young man known as Cross came seeking the help of ASH in Mexico City, having run all the way from his home in the Amazon Basin. A servant of Devastator's (as it was later discovered) had used a genetic mind-control technique to subvert his "family," composed of paranormals born during the riots of the late 1990s and early 2000s whose parents had fled with them and crashed in the jungle. With help from Aaron "Contact" Zander, Cross merged with the spirits of his family and separated them from their bodies, forming a gestalt entity similar to Constellation of the previous century. The bodies remained behind as servants to Devastator's minion, however. [ASH #1-3]


  During this time, STRAFE undertook a mission in Singapore to rescue a Chinese official who wanted out of the country and held a secret to the apparent lack of paranormals in China...Anchors were used to suppress paranormal talents, and the Premier himself was perhaps the most powerful Anchor the world had ever known. [STRAFE #1-4]


  In May, while alien forces searched the wastelands of Alpha Centauri's once-living world for something, a member of the original ASH team in the 1990s returned from a nearly thirty-year exile in space, which had seemed like mere moments to him thanks to the relativistic speed of his travels. This hero, known as Lightfoot (and in the ASH Universe, the writer of "Dvandom"'s LNH stories), suffered some serious culture shock on his arrival. [ASH #4]


  Warden spends the spring and early summer dealing with various Paragang activity and slowly growing into something other than a fighting machine. [Events between Warden #6 and #7, early parts of #7]


  SUMMER 2023


  Late in June, while trying to adjust to life in his future, Lightfoot drew the attention of Devastator, who wanted to eliminate an old foe, but only ended up tipping his hand. [ASH #5]


  On June 28, ASH attacked Devastator in a battle they knew was intended to get them out of the way before any "master plan" could be enacted, and destroyed him without suffering any deaths on the team, although many serious injuries were sustained. [ASH #6]


  From June 29 to July 5, ASH, in conjunction with STRAFE and their Eurasian Union counterparts EUROPA, prepared to fight what they thought might be Devastator's plan, having no doubt that Devastator would not have risked personal combat if he needed to be around to activate his plan. A daring assault on Devastator's satellite base seemed to defeat the core of the plan, but then a mysterious craft destroyed the satellite (its destruction was part of the plan, to help open a dimensional rift) just as the other half of the plan kicked in and the Premier of China died in a nuclear fireball. The Barrier, which had sealed off the Earth from extradimensional travellers such as the gods who nearly destroyed it, was broken on July 6, 2023, the 25th anniversary of its creation. [ASH #7, references in that issue and others to July 5th are in error]


  On July 7th, the news of the nuclear explosion in China got out in Manhattan, sparking a riot. Warden, his power levels somehow boosted when the Barrier was damaged, managed to calm the mob down and disperse them. [Warden #7]


  During July, various strange happenings cropped up around the world as the effects of the Barrier's weakening became apparent. In addition, the People's Republic of China started to suffer internal turmoil, both as a result of the loss of Beijing as capital and the loss of the Premier, who kept everyone in the country "normal." Fortunately, China was so disorganized initially that before nuclear weapons could be launched at presumed enemies, the new leaders were convinced of the truth of the matter.


  Late in July, the members of ASH and STRAFE discovered the person behind the destruction of Devastator's base, as well as the person behind various machinations the students suffered while at the Academy. It was Delta Rose, member of the Galactic Warriors and representative of the Planetary Confederation, manipulating events to help Earth be better able to defend itself from predatory worlds as the Planetary Confederation grew weaker and unable to defend Earth from its own members. She also revealed an imminent threat that needed to be dealt with, in the form of a superweapon known as the Arcanovore, defeated in the 1990s and hidden on Earth ever since. [ASH #8]


  In early August, a rogue Great House of the Santari made its move to capture the Arcanovore. The Arcanovore was destroyed once and for all, but the price was that Paul Mahler's body was destroyed, and his mind absorbed into Aaron Zander's. [ASH #9]


  In July and August, various Paragangs increased their level of activity in the wake of gaining power after the events of July 6th. Many sought to kill Warden, but he defeated them. [Warden #7]


  Early September brought a new semester to the Academy, and with it the events of the one-shot "Lightfoot and Thunderbolt," involving the LNH 2023.


  AUTUMN 2023


  In mid-September, Contact and Peregryn went to Manhattan. Contact sought information from Christine Simon, aka the Mentor, and Peregryn investigated a power leak from Odin's old throneroom atop one of the World Trade Center towers. [Warden #7]


  A few weeks later, Aaron Zander and Paul Mahler, now sharing a body thanks to the Arcanovore incident, travelled to the Oracle at Delphi as part of a quest to discover why they didn't experience a similar "alchemical marriage" to that Cross initiated earlier in the year. They got no real answers, but met a satyr named Peter. [ASH #10]


  In early October, while Contact was in Greece, Bathory and Cockatrice tested a robotic killer obtained fromthe Pranir against Warden, who survived the encounter. [Warden #7]


  About this time, JakZak (Solar Max II) Taylor was on an interview program where he met the "last of the gonzo journalists," Thom O'Ryan, and started to seriously think about the nation he supported. [ASH #11]


  Warden spent the rest of this season searching for leads on Bathory and Cockatrice, without success. [Warden #7]


  After several months of holding the line against increased weirdness in the world, the Conclave, a mysterious organization of Anchors and other talents, found itself targeted by an unknown assailant. The organization's founder decided to get personally involved. [RACC Presents #1]


  In November, Triton escaped during transit from Leavenworth to the new supervillain prison, the Cavity, with the assistance of Rebus. [Time Capsules #2]


  Over the course of a few frantic days in early December, the Conclave's leader was captured by a new organization called the Conclave of Super- Villains. One Conclave member escaped and arranged an alliance with an unwilling CSV member, Labyrinthe. [CSV #1-2]


  LATE DECEMBER, 2023


  So much happens in the second half of this month that I decided to split it off into its own "season."


  Just shy of Christmas, disaffected General Kasca of the Galactic Warrior Corps attempted an assault on the Chicago ASH HQ with a force of Scytharian cyborgs. Despite the absence of half the team, ASH handily defeated Kasca, who managed to escape. [ASH #12]


  Meanwhile, Peregryn of ASH, along with Kleinvogel and C.J. Brown of STRAFE were visiting Lana Smith (formerly of the Academy) at a facility in upstate New York Sector when they were ambushed and presumed killed by the CSV as part of a hostage plot. [CSV #3]


  It snows for the first time in a decade in Phoenix AZ, at least in one neighborhood. [ASH Holiday Special #1]


  A few days after capturing the STRAFE and ASH heroes, the Conclave of Super-Villains burst onto the world media scene with a "ransom tape" which introduced the members of the CSV and challenged ASH and STRAFE to a battle. [Time Capsules #1]


  On December 30, ASH and STRAFE managed to decipher the clues left in both the ransom video and at Mount Placid, determining that the CSV was going to bomb major Anchor-employing casinos around the world while also diving into the ruins of the 20th Century supervillain enclave Haven. [CSV #4]


  ASH, with some help from STRAFE and the LNH 2023, spent New Year's Eve all around the world trying to locate and defuse the casino bombs. [ASH #13]


  Meanwhile, in Manhattan, Caryatid of the CSV attempt to assassinate Warden in order to impress potential investors [CSV #4, Warden #8], but the plot is at least temporarily foiled by Peregryn, who captures Caryatid and places a mystic tracer on Cockatrice.


  At the same time, the CSV, STRAFE and EUROPA battled for the technology of Haven. Pollux of EUROPA was killed, while Rebus and Peryton of the CSV were captured. Other STRAFE and EUROPA members also suffered injuries. The incident rendered Haven unsafe for further salvage efforts. [STRAFE #5, CSV #5] It is later revealed that a cloned corpse of Pollux was substituted by Proxy, who spirited the EUROPAn away to El Dorado. [CSV Annual #2]


  December 31st continued to be a busy day, as Manhattan's paragangs threw a big New Year's Eve party in Times Square, only to have it crashed by the Atlas statue from Rockefeller Plaza, animated by the magics used in the assassination attempt on Warden earlier that day. Warden destroyed Atlas. [Warden #9].


  Happy New Year, 2024.


  Continued in SECTION FOUR: 2024


  SECTION FOUR: 2024


  Last Updated: 6/3/08



  As the ASH Universe has grown, especially thanks to the DEEP ARMAGEDDON crossover and its fallout, the Timeline has become a bit unwieldy. As a result, it has now been broken up by year. This file will cover the stories that took place in 2024.


  JANUARY


  On January 5, a memorial service was held for Pollux of EUROPA. Dan Tracey of STRAFE and Contact of ASH gave eulogies, in addition to Pollux's teammates and European dignitaries. [Time Capsules #3] Later, members of EUROPA try to cope with the issues raised at the memorial service. [EUROPA #1]


  On January 7, Rex Umbrae established himself as a major player in the underworld of Manhattan. [Warden #10] Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, the decision was made to ship Rebus and Peryton to different prisons. On the verge of being removed from active duty, Castor of EUROPA acquires some Emp, a dangerous drug that enhances paranormal abilities. [EUROPA #1]


  The prison transfers on January 8 both went horribly wrong, and Rebus escaped. Peryton, however, remained in custody, and several Vogue Ghouls who tried to rescue him were also captured. Rebus left Arc with some dangerous information. [EUROPA #2-3] Meanwhile, Pollux and Proxy surreptitiously copy Peryton's mind into a cloned brain, which is later placed in a new body. [CSV Annual #2]


  While ASH spent the first few weeks of the month cleaning up after the DEEP ARMAGEDDON events and trying to make sense of things, Lightfoot went to the Academy to continue acclimating to the 2020s. [ASH #14]


  The remaining free members of the CSV also took some time to regroup, creating a semipermanent base in Khadam and working to establish some alliances with the powers that be in Khadam. [CSV #6]


  Manhattan was relatively quiet in the middle of the month while Rex Umbrae consolidated his position. In that time, Beth Willot and Warden started a romance. [Warden #10]


  STRAFE started to set up a base on Ellis Island to begin secret activities in Manhattan. [prior to start of STRAFE #6]


  Near the end of the month, Peregryn and Contact traveled to Manhattan to try and locate Cockatrice, as well as do something about the mystic haze which settled over the city when Atlas was destroyed. [ASH #14] When they arrived, however, they were told that STRAFE had taken responsibility for the city, and that the mystic haze was created by them to keep ASH from storming in before the more covert agency could get into position. [ASH #15]


  Shortly after this, Warden encountered several members of the Conclave of Super-Villains and was apparently beaten to death. The celebrations lasted for two days. Warden was rescued by one of his friends, who was revealed to be the granddaughter of a 20th Century vigilante, the Black Opal. [Warden #11]


  FEBRUARY


  On February 1st, Warden finished recovering from his near-death experience and resolved to stay in Manhattan and clean up the mess. This decision caused his relationship with Beth Willot to fall apart. [Warden #11] Then, with the help of Jessa Dumont and the tacit cooperation of Labyrinthe of the CSV, Warden attempted to rescue Tyra Dumont, only to see her die in his arms. [Warden #12]


  Meanwhile, during the celebrations over Warden's death, STRAFE started the unenviable task of trying to use diplomacy to rein in the city's paragangs. [STRAFE #6]


  In the wake of events in Manhattan, the CSV formed an alliance with the Shadowmongers, one of the four main factions in Khadam. Using their various powers, the CSV managed to make things difficult for the Pranir, and the Shadowmongers manipulated the Pranir into making things difficult for Mr. Strings. However, Sultry's romantic manipulation of Triton made for an uneasy alliance. [CSV #7]


  Meanwhile, the universe was destroyed. But it didn't stick. [ASH #15]


  Colonel Hendrick of STRAFE decided to investigate the murders of most of the paragangers involved in the Dumont case on his own, and was rewarded with the fact that one of his own agents had been taken over by Mr. Strings...who then tried to kill him. [STRAFE #7] Alerted to the facts of the case, the rest of STRAFE tried to save as many people as they could from the deceased Tyra Dumont's rampage, but paid a heavy price and were forced to abandon their operations on Ellis Island. [STRAFE #8]


  After abandoning Ellis, STRAFE secretly set up operations in the East Village, ostensibly to capture Burnout. However, they soon found themselves embroiled in paragang activity. Due to the clandestine nature of their mission, their presence could not be officially recognized. [STRAFE #9]


  Valentine's Day, which is also Ash Wednesday, saw Contact finally discovering the secret of his dual-minded existence. Meanwhile, Peregryn sought out the Eye of Horus and ended up rescuing Devlin Marx, head of the Conclave, from Rebus's prison. Elsewhere, a former boyfriend of Arin Kelsey's, Josh Cole, started planning to "rescue" her. [ASH #16] Finally, the sexual mind-games of Sultry came to a head as Triton killed the Shadowmonger Al-Khayal out of jealousy. [CSV #7]


  Contact greeted Peregryn with an attempted mind probe on 2/15, resulting in his being placed on psychiatric leave again two days later. Shortly after that, Josh Cole succeeded in breaking Arin out of the Nakoma psychiatric institution, defeating Gawain in the process. And in Germany, General Kasca started recruiting for his next attempt to get revenge on ASH. [ASH #17]


  The situation in Manhattan continued to get worse for STRAFE over the course of several days in the middle of February, with everyone starting to think STRAFE was a new paragang...including the police. [STRAFE #10]


  Things in Manhattan heated up both literally and figuratively, culminating in a massive gang war and an uneasy treaty between Rex Umbrae, the paragangs, and the Combine. STRAFE left Manhattan as part of the deal. [STRAFE #11-12]


  In Germany, a new Rechtigkeit was born. ["Justice" one-shot, in RACC Presents #5]


  The latter half of February found ASH searching the Combine for Josh Cole and Arin Kelsey. [ASH #18]


  MARCH


  On March 1, the government officially announces that the paragang troubles in Manhattan have been resolved. Credit is given, rather nebulously, to "a coalition of government and private sector interests." ASH is informed of the truth behind the treaty, and ordered to keep this information secret. [ASH #19]


  The next day, Solar Max encounters Labyrinthe and makes a deal with him in exchange for information about the CSV's plans, plus help in getting a mole into the CSV. [ASH #19]


  March 4, Gawain and Channel find Josh Cole and Arin Kelsey in Mexico, but are defeated soundly. General Kasca gives Cole a means to evade ASH's scanners, but decides not to recruit the unstable young man into his "Revanche." [ASH #19]


  In mid-March, the Conclave of Super-Villains recruits new members to be in the "Understudies of Crime" and begins training them, while helping the Zugnovian faction in Khadam regain power. Meanwhile, someone is sabotaging the CSV's equipment and apparently kills several recruits, including the mole Labyrinthe helped into the fold. [CSV #8-9] The "dead" recruits mostly survive the experience of being turned into photonic light, and they are recruited into Doublecross's forces, proving their worth by destroying the Shadowmongers of Khadam. [CSV #10]


  Throughout March, the various members of ASH recover from traumas or search for Joshua Cole. Peregryn spends the month performing the elaborate rites needed to destroy the Anchor Plague. Meanwhile, General Kasca trains his Revanche. [ASH #20]


  On March 29, Grind starts his in-depth profiling of Rebus. With a few exceptions, he spends the next two and a half months on this task. [STRAFE #14]


  On March 31, Easter Sunday, a number of assassins attempt to kill Pope Pius XIII. Most are thwarted, but after the Pope manages to break the Curse of Tezcatlipoca (which had kept Mexico City smog-bound for a generation), he dies mysteriously and suddenly. [ASH #21]


  APRIL


  On April 1st, files sent out into the Net by slain precog Cassandra Murphy (an early victim of the Template Killer in 2016) reconverge on the Academy's computer system, laden with extra life energy. This shuts down the Academy for a few hours while the Legion of Net.Heroes 2024 goes into the Net to save the newly reassembled soul of Cassandra Murphy. The result is a powerful AI with precognitive abilities, who is only able to look into the alternate reality created by the actions taken by the LNH 2024. [LNH 2024 #1-2]


  After the confusion has died down in Mexico City, members of ASH attend to personal matters. On April 5, Cardinal Stagliano becomes Pope Paul VII, and also assumes control over the Conclave. [ASH #22]


  For the next few days, Contact, Gene Clark and Grind work on the riddle left in Agent Ridley's mind by Rebus, and find that something may be afoot in Manhattan. [ASH #23]


  April 15 sees the defeat of Channel, Scorch and Essay at the hands of General Kasca's Revanche team in the ruins of central Los Angeles. [ASH #23]


  Late in the month, after the truce in Manhattan has had some time to take hold, an ex-Cybernostra reporter goes undercover to try to get the story on Warden and the current state of the city, but ends up bait in a trap for Warden. [Warden #13] The trap is sprung, with the Otakuza moving in and Warden being taken away by a being claiming to be Odin. [Warden #14]


  During this same time, ASH tries to recover from the Revanche's attacks, and wins a minor victory when Gawain defeats Nomad in single combat, discovering in the process that he can heal from almost any wound now. Gawain renames himself the Green Knight. [ASH #24]


  In late April, Dan "Grind" Tracey begins an obsessive study of Lorenzo Archangeli. [STRAFE #14]


  MAY


  As the month opens, ripples from Warden's disappearance start to make themselves felt at the Academy, leading the Legion of Net.Heroes on a strange trip into themselves. [LNH 2024 #3]


  On May 6, General Kasca's Revanche launches its final attack on ASH, only to be defeated. Kasca is executed on the authority of Delta Rose of the Galactic Warrior Corps shortly afterwards. [ASH #25]


  A week after Warden's disappearance, "Odin" is about ready to put his plan into action, but is revealed to be a hoax by an ex-Cybernostra reporter. Meanwhile, a new vigilante appears in Warden's place. [Warden #15]


  In the South American "company town" of Porto Genetico, Teller of STRAFE and Arc of EUROPA clash with Labyrinthe, local authorities and a Carnival of Crime to get the goods on some of CostaGenCo's dirty dealings, and end up shutting the megacorp down. [STRAFE #13]


  On May 21, Arin Kelsey's child's Magene becomes active, accelerating her pregnancy and bringing the child to term in hours. [ASH #26]


  After several weeks of what could be described as both torture and training, Warden escapes and finds himself embroiled in the gang politics of Tokyo, the city he has been removed to. After getting his bearings, he tracks down "Odin," aka Rebus, but the battle ends inconclusively. [Warden Annual #1] Afterwards, Warden finds a place in a traveling circus, where for a time he feels like he belongs. [Time Capsules Annual #1]


  JUNE


  On June 3rd, Channel (George Sylvester) is assassinated, and evidence points towards Khadam. [ASH #26] His funeral takes place at Arlington National Cemetary a week later. [ASH #27]


  After a few weeks with the circus, Warden discovers it's more than it seems. A conflict between EUROPA and the Carnival of Crime ensues, with Warden picking EUROPA's side. In the confusion, Rebus escapes with the plans for a new form of optical information encryption. [Time Capsules Annual #1]


  In mid-June, Labyrinthe leads the Understudies of Crime in an attack on the Cavity, to free his sister from prison. At the same time, Rebus goads Doublecross into finally taking direct action against the CSV, and the Light Brigade overwhelms Skyhaven. [CSV #11] Everything goes sour, but the Understudies manage to escape from the Cavity with Caryatid and turn the tables on the Light Brigade, retaking Skyhaven, but not without serious losses. [CSV #12] ASH investigates the break-in, and finds similarities to the teleportation used by Channel's assassin. [ASH #28]


  During the last week of June, Triton leads the remaining CSV and Understudies in an attack on Khadam, with his goal being nothing short of total control of that technologically-advanced criminal state. [CSV #13]


  JULY


  In the very early morning of July 6 (local Khadam time), Solar Max drops a partially-Collapsiron meteor onto the Citadel of Khadam, with Triton gravitationally bound to its surface. [ASH #28]


  July 7 sees Dan Tracey snap out of his obsession with Rebus. [STRAFE #14] Additionally, Triton manages to escape his trap and the Conclave of Super-Villains diverts the Collapsiron meteor into the desert east of Khadam. Within days, it is revealed that this action has freed up mystically bound aquifers trapped for thousands of years. [CSV #14] July 7 also saw the arrival of Polla, the TerraStar, on Earth. [ASH #29]


  On July 11, Triton, as Chancellor of Khadam, claims that Solar Max's actions constituted an act of war on the part of the North American Combine. [CSV #14] The Combine responds by pointing out that a state of war has existed between Khadam and most of the world for about twenty years. [ASH #29]


  July 28 - The Battle for Montreal. The Conclave of Super-Villains attempts to magically claim Montreal, only to be defeated by ASH...but at terrible cost on both sides. Meteor is turned to ice thanks to a use of Cockatrice's power, and Caprice and Myriad of the CSV are apparently captured, while Zone is destroyed. [CSV #15, ASH #30]


  AUGUST


  August 1 sees Peregryn enter Manhattan to tear the quasi-elemental power of Cockatrice from her body, as part of an attempt to reverse Meteor's condition. [ASH #30]


  The next day, both STRAFE and EUROPA find chess-based clues left by Rebus. These clues lead STRAFE to suspect that the Book of Thoth used in the Battle of Montreal might be fake, and they investigate the hidden vaults of the Vatican, coming into conflict with Aegis. [STRAFE #15]


  Continuing to follow leads from Rebus's enigmatic clues, STRAFE seeks out Morgan Adams, one of the few surviving heroes of the 20th Century (by dint of being a normal man), and someone with a long history with the Archangeli family. [STRAFE #16]


  Tiara kidnaps Morgan Adams, but after he distracts her with the rest of the story of Pino Archangeli, STRAFE enters and unmasks Tiara as the Princess Ursula of Monaco. [STRAFE #17]


  August 13 - Khadam invades Egypt. Over the next three weeks, they solidify their hold on mystically important sites across the nation.


  In late August, Solar Max attempts to travel back in time to kill Rebus before he can enact this diabolical scheme, but meets with mixed results. [ASH #31]


  SEPTEMBER


  On September 3, Rebus springs his trap on Triton, taking over the loyalties of the CSV and Khadam, forcing Triton into exile on September 9. [CSV #17]


  September 13 sees ASH and STRAFE pool resources and determine the full extent of Rebus's plan to become a god. [ASH #32]


  On September 17, Solar Max addresses the United World assembly to plead his case for being allowed to take action in Egypt. It votes in favor of intervention, and Egypt quickly capitulates and requests aid. However, it's clear that Rebus was behind both the earlier refusal and the new acquiescence. [ASH #32]


  On September 19, the forces of the United World assemble in New Israel (Cyprus) to plan the invasion...but they do not know if they will be in time. [ASH #32]


  On September 22, Rebus is attacked in Giza, but still manages to complete his plan and become a god. Most Anchors in the world die as part of the ceremony, and Peryton is killed to prevent the ceremoney from being undone. Rebus is tricked into defeating himself, although a contingency plan involving a doomsday device does do some damage to the Earth's ozone layer and Van Allen belts. Rebus is taken away by Maat, and the Viau twins are banished from Earth by Peregryn...taking Montreal with them. [Capstone #1-3]


  Meanwhile, time-displaced Solar Max and Jen Kleinvogel help keep the Hyperbomb out of the hands of Santari House Mactis. [ASH #87]


  Solar Max returns from Egypt to discover that his wife's spirit now animates the ice statue her body was turned into. She's in a halfway state between living and dead. [ASH #33]


  Terrastar, daughter of WarStar, discovers the death of her father's lieutenant Hector as part of the Anchor Plague. [ASH #34, in flashback]


  OCTOBER


  Arin Kelsey joins ASH as Fury, and chooses assignment to Mexico City. [ASH #33]


  On the 3rd, Scott "Scorch" Handleman proposes to Julie Sylvester (aka Juliana Silvestri). She accepts, but they anticipate a long engagement thanks to the demands of their careers and the inherent danger of any wedding ceremony. [ASH #33]


  Terrastar determines that the best way to attain her goals is to join the CSV. [ASH #34]


  For most of the month, the CSV tries to rebuild their presence in Khadam while Triton and Sultry hide in Monaco with Tiara. One of the Vivarium creatures that survived the battle of Giza attempts to get their attention and join the team. [CSV #18]


  Also covering most of the month, a team of ASH members starts to hunt for Doublecross, who went missing in the wake of the Pyramid Scheme. [ASH #34]


  Kaliban, the Vivarium creature, passes his "audition" for the CSV [CSV #19].


  Sultry gives birth to fraternal twins on October 31. [CSV #19]


  NOVEMBER


  The "Day of the Dead" is commemorated by Triton's decision to return to Khadam in person. [CSV #19]


  The first half of the month sees both Cockatrice and Mr. Strings spiraling in towards a final confrontation in Iceland. They end up merged into one entity, and a number of secrets are revealed. Scorch of ASH discovers Irrlicht's role in Channel's death. [CSV #20-21]


  On November 14, Terrastar and Kaliban officially join the CSV. [ASH #35 and CSV #20]


  Also on the 14th, the ASH team hunting Doublecross finds Suspir, the telepath who had been merged with Llyr and took over their combined body. Llyr is rescued, but has no memories of his time with Doublecross or Suspir. [ASH #35]


  The remainder of the month is spent in fruitless attempts to further track Doublecross or any other photonic entity. [ASH #37]


  At the end of November, reporter Robert Coulter is invited to join the CSV as Challenger, an ethical replacement for the banished Labyrinthe. [CSV #22]


  DECEMBER


  The December issue of Para hits the stands [CSV #22's events chronicled therein] and causes some furor with the implicit revelation of Princess Ursula's identity as Tiara. [ASH #37]


  Sarah Grant-Taylor changes her codename to Comet, to better reflect her new body. [ASH #37]


  As the Solstice approaches, Doublecross sets his new plan in motion with a series of orbital devices placed on seemingly random paths. [ASH #37] A minimum of necessary satellites is achieved on the Solstice, and the first clues to their presence appear a week later, in debris of the mysterious satellites. [ASH #38]


  Over the course of the month, the CSV brings Challenger into its ranks and he chronicles some of the preparations for the upcoming wedding of Triton and Sultry. Princess Ursula deals with the public "outing" of her secret identity. [CSV #23]


  NOTES:


  ASH #36 took place in flashbacks and in 3734, so is not included in this timeline.


  CSV Annual #1 mirrors the events of CSV #22-23 and takes place in the last several months of 2024. Specific events are not mentioned above because they are too spoiler-ish for the most part.


  Continued in SECTION FIVE: 2025


  SECTION FIVE: 2025


  Last Updated: 12/31/08


  While it is certainly possible that other stories will be written in this year, the main ASH title has moved on to 2026.


  JANUARY


  The January issue of _Para_ comes out, and is analyzed by STRAFE, revealing clues hidden within the pictures of the photoessay. [CSV #23]


  The revelation in _Para_ that Juliana Silvestri had spent the holidays in Khadam does not go over well with Scott "Scorch" Handleman, and tension develops between the couple. [ASH #38]


  On the 23rd, a bachelor party for Triton on the island of Ibiza is interrupted first by STRAFE and then by Whiteout and Oblivion. The photonics attempt to recruit Triton for their master Doublecross, but fail. Ibiza itself is heavily damaged by the fighting. [CSV #24] At the same time, Triton and Aegis emerge from a static gravity warp (that they had entered in 81 C.E.) and defeat the bachelorette party attendees on Ibiza before escaping. [CSV Annual #2]


  On the 28th, with the help of Netwalker, Lightfoot enters the net to seek out traces of Doublecross. This triggers a trap [ASH #38], but yields some useful information [ASH #39].


  FEBRUARY


  Valentine's Day marks the wedding of Triton and Sultry. [ASH #39, CSV #25] At the wedding reception, the CSV learns the true fate of Montreal, and also learns that Rebus has an heir. [CSV #25]


  Devlin Marx buys the Cloisters in Manhattan and starts work on turning it into a casino, convention center and neutral ground. [Time Capsules #5]


  Triton and Aegis arrive in the hidden city of El Dorado on the 22nd. [CSV Annual #2]


  MARCH


  Investigation into the satellite debris bears fruit as a stakeout of a Brazilian biotech firm catches a number of photonics picking up a shipment of materials. As clues begin to mount, Triton lends some help to the cause in the form of modified Lunar Crabs (although he does not share all of his anti-photonic technology). [ASH #39]


  By mid-month, sensors determine the location of Doublecross's base: the heart of the People's Republic of China. Additionally, radio telescopes around the world are put to work searching for more of the mysterious orbiting reflectors, and they find a pattern. In only a day, they will align to reflect the Sun's light on Paris. [ASH #39]


  The Equinox sees Doublecross put his plans into motion, an attempt to use the focused sunlight to power a transformation crystal that will turn all the residents of Paris into photonics under his rule. Despite the valiant efforts of ASH, STRAFE and EUROPA, it appears that his plan will succeed, until the spirit of George Sylvester leaps from its hiding place in Scorch's body and grapples with Doublecross on the spiritual plane. Paris is heavily damaged, but George manages to force Doublecross to take the released energies into himself, destroying the photonic body. [ASH #40]


  In the aftermath of the "City of Light", George reveals he survived Doublecross's death by jumping into an abandoned photonic body created by Squadron (who had the ability to create photonic duplicates). Investigation of Doublecross's base in China shows that Squadron was killed by parties unknown (Mothflame, who escaped imprisonment during the confusion of the Equinox). The members of ASH contemplate what to do next, and how to deal with the "miraculous" revival of Channel. Solar Max and Grind have a talk about the future. [ASH #41]


  APRIL


  Robert Coulter and Spiral travel across the North American Combine on motorcycle. [Alluded to in ASH #43]


  The first "full" season of Paraball starts, with an 8 team league able to mostly play games against each other, rather than playing most of their games against Major League Baseball teams. [Alluded to in ASH #47]


  MAY


  Near the end of the month, the Professor dies, seemingly of natural causes. [ASH #42]


  JUNE


  The Professor leaves behind a number of obligations in his will, sending various members of ASH off on minor missions, resulting in the release of the Minotaur, a seemingly minor villain from the 1990s who turned out to be a demon pretending to be mortal. [ASH #42-44]


  The Minotaur starts to build a power base in the ravaged parts of Greece known as "Shattered Hellas" throughout this month. Contact find out what's going on while on a trip to seek out the Delphic Oracle again. [ASH #45]


  Robert Coulter is offered a place at the Academy, as well as a sort of probation for Spiral. [ASH #45]


  JULY


  Coulter and Spiral move in to the Academy. Q'Nos, the Minotaur, invades Crete and takes it over in a relatively bloodless assault, while his ally Simon Smith acts as an advance scout elsewhere in the Mediterranean. The Eurasian Union officially threatens the Moslem Confederation with stern measures if it invades Greece to fight Q'Nos, but unofficially gives the Moslems permission to go into Greece but no farther. [ASH #46]


  By late in the month, the Moslem Confederation Expeditionary Force advances into Shattered Hellas, facing stiff opposition. [ASH #47]


  AUGUST


  The North American Combine's Senate decides on how to deal with the situation in Greece, which is getting more savage. [ASH #47]


  The Moslem Confederation invasion into Greece is beaten back, costing the life of the leader of their supernatural strike force, but also stripping Q'Nos of much of his power. Meanwhile, this final battle is revealed to be a distraction, as the forces of Q'Nos annex Sicily. [ASH #48]


  For the next week or so, various islands around the world are invaded by Q'Nos's followers [ASH #49], an act that is revealed to be part of a plan to summon the World Serpent (aka Jormundgandr, aka the Leviathan, aka Q'Nos's mother). While ASH, EUROPA, the Righteous Flame and even the CSV wage a holding action against the revived monster, Peregryn enacts a desperate counter-ritual that banishes it from Earth, although he vanishes as well. [ASH #50]


  In the aftermath of this, it is revealed that Essay is pregnant with Peregryn's child. [ASH #51]


  SEPTEMBER


  Robert Coulter starts his new job as instructor at the Academy. Tina Li and Dan Tracey accompany a diplomatic mission to the Central Asian Confederation, one of the two breakaway republics to solidify out of the chaos in China. The Base of the Pillar, Righteous Flame member presumed killed by the Leviathan, arrives in Guam in a new form and asks for asylum. [ASH #51]


  Breaker and Grind help stop an assassination attempt against the Western Dragon. [ASH #52]


  OCTOBER


  A booby-trap planted in the evidence from the assassination attempt explodes in the faces of Breaker and Grind. [ASH #52] They escape with minor injuries, and continue to investigate the situation. [ASH #53]


  The Base of the Pillar, now named Geode, is given a cover story and new identity by DSHA. [ASH #53]


  Observations of Venus reveal it isn't quite where it is supposed to be. Merlion attacks on shipping in Singapore Harbor increase in intensity and frequency. The investigation in the Central Asian Confederacy is closed, with suspicious findings. [ASH #54]


  Breaker arrives in Singapore to help with the merlion problem, although ulterior motives on the part of the Southeast Asian Treaty Organization are suspected. [ASH #55]


  On Venus, the lost city of Montreal's Moslem community celebrates the completion of a rotating mosque that will always point at Earth (and therefore Mecca). [ASH #55]


  NOVEMBER


  Strange new quakes rock Montreal. [ASH #56]


  Breaker helps the Assembly of Heroes successfully capture a Merlion for study, but the success is tempered by the intrusion of a PRoC spy. [ASH #56-57] Despite this, however, the merlion issue is successfully resolved. [ASH #57]


  On Venus, it's discovered that the planet now has a magnetic field, something it had previously lacked. [ASH #57]


  Giantess is prodded into insanity by a cyber-agent who is tracked back to the People's Republic of China by Netwalker, but then is revealed to be from the Central Asian Confederacy instead. With things looking far more complicated than before, Breaker resolves to go into China itself and see if the key can be found there. [ASH #57-58] She spends a couple of weeks infiltrating the civil service. [ASH #59]


  DECEMBER


  The sulfuric clouds of Venus suddenly vanish, replaced by normal water clouds and rain. [ASH #59]


  Both Grind and Breaker find that their infiltrations have been a little too easy for a reason, as they are captured. [ASH #59]


  The secrets of the three republics formed from the breakup of China are revealed. ASH makes a fateful decision regarding this secret. [ASH #60]


  Simon Smith begins gathering the shards of Eos's rainbow bridge in an attempt to forge a mystic pathway to Venus. Kaliban is dispatched as an ambassador to the court of Q'Nos to investigate rumors of the rebuilt bridge. [ASH #60]


  Peregryn awakens in a jungle on Venus and discovers all life on the planet contains fragments of the spirit of Leviathan, or that of Photosynth. [ASH #60-61]


  News of the changes to Venus starts to spread to the general public. [ASH #61]


  Timeslip arrives in 2025 from 2048. [ASH #61]


  Peregryn starts his journey to Montreal, having come to an accomodation with Photosynth. Meanwhile, both Q'Nos and Khadam establish beachheads on the planet. [ASH #62]


  The changes to Venus have become known to governmental agencies by late December, and everyone who is able to do so sends scouting parties or even invading forces. [ASH #63]


  One of the transient laborers working on construction at the Academy develops powers and goes on a rampage, but is stopped by the efforts of a pair of Academy students. [ASH Holiday Special #1]


  Timeslip briefly abducts young Chris Kelsey and took him to a place where there was no passage of time, in order to prevent a catastrophe that would wipe Milwaukee from the face of the Earth. [ASH #64]


  Peregryn reaches Maxwell Montes and, on the last day of 2025, shatters the dome covering Montreal. This frees the Viau twins, and Peregryn uses the power unleashed to also restore Photosynth to flesh and blood. [ASH #64]


  CONTINUED IN SECTION SIX: 2026


  



  SECTION SIX: 2026


  Last Updated: 1/10/11



  As the ASH Universe has grown, especially thanks to the DEEP ARMAGEDDON crossover and its fallout, the Timeline has become a bit unwieldy. As a result, it has now been broken up by year. This file will cover the stories that took place in 2026, the current year. It also has the status of the various titles.


  JANUARY


  In the wake of the breaking of Montreal's dome, the various factions start to scramble for position...and the Leviathan begins a new struggle with the living spirit of the planet. [ASH #65]


  Chris Kelsey is returned from his extratemporal captivity, seemingly stripped of his powers. [ASH #65]


  The Leviathan loses the battle and is split into four components: a diminished version of herself, the metallic ibis Bronzewing, the stone beetle Heraclius, and the magma lion Infernion. This deeply concerns Delta Rose, who starts making plans for the possible destruction of Venus. [ASH #66-67]


  Scott Handleman breaks off his engagement to Julie Sylvester (aka Juliana Silvestri). [ASH #67]


  Heraclius sends out countless spawn to explore Venus and help him find what he is missing. For the most part they simply explore without incident, but there are some misunderstandings. [ASH #68]


  The United World debates the disposition of territory on Venus, and is shocked by Q'Nos's announcement that they lay claim by birthright to the entire planet. [ASH #68] Further shocking them is an apparently pact between Q'Nos and Khadam regarding Venus. [ASH #68-69]


  Peregryn starts his search for the Archangeli heir on Venus. [ASH #69]


  Juliana Silvestri is approached to design a wedding for Rex Umbrae and an unnamed but presumably cyborged bride. [ASH #69]


  Heraclius himself approaches Falcon Bay, seeking what his scouts told him could be found there. Finding it, he departs after largely ignoring efforts by ASH and a squad of NAC Marshals to stop him. The fight is broadcast on worldwide networks back on Earth, thanks to the actions of Conflicto. [ASH #70]


  FEBRUARY


  Reinforcements from Earth arrive on Venus too late to make a difference, and begin an investigation. Conflicto's role is theorized. [ASH #70]


  Juliana Silvestri goes to Manhattan to start planning the Umbrae wedding. Meanwhile, Hellhound is active in dealing with Paragangers who aren't being properly policed by the enigmatic "Hangmen", and Warden finds out about the wedding. [ASH #71]


  The former Photosynth meets the Leviathan and makes a bargain. [ASH #71]


  The United World considers attempting to directly negotiate with the giant monsters of Venus. [ASH #72]


  Someone starts killing the Hangmen in Manhattan, but the evidence points in several different directions. Meanwhile, the wedding plans proceed. [ASH #72-73]


  Bronzewing, the giant metal ibis of Venus, has a vision of a potentially disastrous future, as well as seeing herself as present at the upcoming wedding of Peregryn and Essay. [ASH #73]


  A bachelorette party in Washington FS for Maria Incarnata, the bride of Umbrae, is almost interrupted by a Scytharian stealth squad, but this is prevented by Morgan Adams. [ASH #74]


  MARCH


  On March 14, Maria Incarnata and Rex Umbrae are married, with the ceremony interrupted by the presumed-dead Supernaut. Supernaut is declared to have been behind the Hangmen killings. [ASH #75]


  On March 20, Sara Ana Rodriguez and Howard Henderson Jr. (Peregryn) are married on Venus, with various spirits of the planet in attendance. During the reception, their daughter is born, but as a boy, having been born with metamorphic powers. [ASH #76]


  The next day, with the help and permission of Claudette and Yvan Viau, Peregryn is able to restore Comet's human body. She and Solar Max spend the rest of the month on a second honeymoon on Venus. [ASH #76]


  About a week after the wedding, Jo Ridley finds Gimble on Venus. [ASH #89]


  APRIL


  Lightfoot, Conflicto, Arc, Bobby Chambers and Ethan "Dice" Kynes prepare for the inaugural running of the Prix Ultime paranormal race in Monaco, while a mysterious woman observes the various members of the CSV. [ASH #76, CSV #26]


  April 15, 2026 is a busy day. At the opening of the Prix Ultime, time is split into four strands, following four different pathways inside Monaco, leading to different winners in each strand, and deaths in one. [ASH #77] ASH, the CSV, STRAFE and EUROPA combine forces to evacuate people from the path of the growing time bubble, and devise a plan to reunite the shattered timelines. Meanwhile, fissures in time are opening up all over the world. [CSV #27] Successfully merging the timelines, the four people involved (Triton, Solar Max, Aegis and Jen Kleinvogel) mysteriously vanish, replaced by four unknown supernormals: Chiaroscuro, Anhydra, Talos and Matrioshka. These four seem to be working with the mysterious woman who had been observing the CSV. The foursome split up and fight the four teams, easily holding their own but suffering minor losses before leaving for unknown reasons. Llyr and Rasputin of EUROPA are killed in action, and many others are seriously injured. [ASH #78] ASH manages to recover a sarcophagus from Chiaroscuro during the battle, and after some study it is opened to reveal a weakened Chris "Timeslip" Kelsey. Meanwhile, the four newcomers and the mysterious woman (known only as Never) form the Impossible Five, dedicated to conquering the world as they had in their native year of 2052. The missing four heroes (and villain) are revealed to have been thrust into the past, where their presence is causing a Timequake. [CSV #28]


  As part of the Timequake, a dinosaur runs loose in Rome, a demonic Mongol fleet appears in the Sea of Japan, a Nazi Panzer column overruns part of Poland, and a Santari planetary bombardment ship from the 37th Century emerges from a time rift (and immediately leaves). Also, a vent to prehistoric times opens over Dallas, emitting unbreathable pre-Cambrian atmosphere. The Otakuza Hyper Senshi Team Avatarangers defeats the demon Mongols, who retreat to an island off the Japanese coast. [ASH #79]


  EUROPA members Arc and Justice manage to trick the Nazis into returning to their own time without excessive disruption of the timeline [ASH #80-81], and the Dallas rift is sealed despite interference from time travelling cyborgs from the year 2112 [ASH #81].


  MAY


  Early in the month, the Santari ship ISN Fornax returns from an extended repair and scouting trip into the Oort cloud and undertakes the audacious mission of trying to cleanse Earth of all life before the Terrans can become a threat to their race's future. They are stopped by the combined efforts of ASH and the CSV, but the crash of part of their ship in the Atlantic still creates tsunamis that wreak havoc on cities already taxed by the Timequake. [ASH #81-82] The Santari crew mostly survives, and is rounded up on Venus with some help from the guardian beast Infernion. [ASH #83]


  Under cover of the chaos of the Timequake and ensuing Santari incursion, the Impossible Five starts to break paranormal criminals out of imprisonment and offer them "franchise" memberships. [ASH #83]


  On May 10, the second Lady Lawful arrives in Detroit as a result of a time jump, but is sent back to the 1990s in order to avoid causing a time paradox. [The Reverse Engineers #1]


  Gimble and Jo Ridley leave Venus, [ASH #90] and Hooks is alerted to expect them in Detroit, where efforts are made to help cure the psychological problems that keep Gimble trapped in an insectoid body. [ASH #91] The roots of her problems are discovered and she makes a breakthrough, agreeing in return to help Devlin Marx. [ASH #92]


  Late in the month, Solar Max and Jen Kleinvogel arrive in the Deltan system after being hurled through time and space by the explosion of the Hyperbomb. [ASH #89]


  JUNE


  On June 12, Derek Radner reveals that he has survived the events of April 15, and that Castor, Pollux and Peryton are with him in the hidden city of El Dorado. [CSV Annual #2] Solar Max and Jen Kleinvogel arrive in the Sol System just in time to catch the news. [ASH #87-88]


  On June 13, Devlin Marx is murdered, and the hunt begins to find his killer. [ASH #88-89] Contact spends the next several days tracking down various leads, including a visit to Detroit. [ASH #90]


  Following clues to the Vatican, Contact uncovers the Pope's connection to Mr. Strings and severs it. Political fallout from this nearly derails the murder investigation, but Contact decides to make a desperate play and use Odin's throne to gather crucial information. [ASH #91]


  The gamble pays off, and Contact survives a brush up against godhood in order to solve the mystery. Gimble has vanished again, but Jessa Dumont's role in events leads to the discovery of her part in the Hellhound collective. Beth Willot is also forced to withdraw from the collective, but others are brought in to take her place and that of Dumont. [ASH #92]


  The search for Gimble/Macy Graves begins. [ASH #93]


  NAC Marshals encounter the Rush in Newport News VA, and are woefully outmatched. [ASH #93]


  JULY


  With help from the Impossible Five, the new Light Brigade acquires sufficient resources to enact their latest plan. [ASH #93-95]


  The new Freedom Alliance is formed. [ASH #93]


  With help from ASH and reinforcements of other Marshals, the Rush are defeated, but the cyborgs use their I5 franchise teleporters to escape. A week later, however, they are successfully captured by the Freedom Alliance. After being handed over to the police, the Rush are able to teleport away again. [ASH #94] This causes some friction between the Freedom Alliance and ASH when the two teams meet. [ASH #95-96]


  Deciding they've been getting used by the I5, the Rush seek out an alliance with the Cybernostra. [ASH #95]


  Hyper Senshi Team Atavaranger defeats the forces of Akuryu, but the dark sorceror himself is spirited away by Paradox Warriors Pentaranger at the behest of Chiaroscuro. [ASH #95] Chiaroscuro then absorbs Akuryu's shadow powers, possibly killing him. [ASH #96]


  On July 25, the Light Brigade's plan comes to fruition, a shell of replicating photonic moths completely englobing the Sun at a radius just outside the orbit of Venus. [ASH #96] After some initial panic, various groups start taking actions intended to either break the shell or ameliorate its effects. [ASH #97] The titan Phaeton becomes a sort of second Sun, lighting up the kingdom of Q'Nos and some adjoining nations. [ASH #98-99] Meanwhile, a number of ASH members launch an attack on Goldmind via Netwalker's "virtual reality" system, with the help of Peregryn's spells. This re-enacts the Pacific War in the 1940s, although it slowly diverges from historical events. Due to the use of Lightfoot's powers (and later technological replication of the effect), the several years of that campaign are compressed into a few days. [ASH #97-100]


  Justice (Colin Shaw) fails to capture a group of darkness cultists in Berlin. [ASH #101]


  AUGUST


  "Rival Schools" follows several arcs over the course of this month, some of which stretch into September (ASH #105 and #106 take place in early to mid September).


  The new Understudies of Crime are formed, mostly from the ranks of Manhattan's paragangs, and train together in the wilds of Venus. [ASH #101-106]


  A street urchin named Ahmed discovers he's a Zugmann bastard and is taught about the world outside his alleyways by Bluthundin, a cybernetically uplifted jackal. [ASH #100-104]


  Marshal "Boomer" Hodgson meets the Artificial Consciousness known as Ectype, and is introduced to the community of ACs hidden in the corners of the net. [ASH #101-104]


  Red Widow deals with a public relations disaster involving an embarrassing part of her past. [ASH #101-106]


  Justice is sent to the Advanced Studies Institute of Eurasia for training, to fill in the gaps in his skill set. [ASH #101-102, #104]


  SEPTEMBER


  A parade in Slovakia is attacked by cultists of the Dark Lady, but driven off by Justice, who finds his axe seems to have a particular power against darkness. [ASH #105]


  Marshal "Boomer" Hodgson rescues the machine intelligence ADA from her difference engine home...which happens to be owned by Sam Walters. [ASH #105-106]


  Ahmed leaves Khadam to start building a new identity in preparation for a later return. [ASH #106]


  Doors to the interdimensional Office become active on the 28th. [ASH #106] (Note, the datestamp on this was originally the 18th, but this was an error.)


  During the last week of the month, various groups explore the Office and determine what threat, if any, it poses. [ASH #107-108]


  On the 30th, Ahmed arrives in Malindi, in eastern Africa, and seeks employment as a mercenary.


  OCTOBER


  Exploration of the Office continues. [ASH #109]


  



  As of realtime date January 10, 2011, this is the status and time of titles in the ASH Universe, listed alphabetically. Any title not listed is officially over (miniseries, or hiatus turned to cancellation):


  ASH: Active, October 2026.


  CSV: Hiatus, June 2026. (Author busy with professional writing)


  Coherent Super Stories: Active, various 20th Century dates.


  Corps of Discovery: Active, set in the 1950s.


  LL&DD: Semi-active, various 1990s and one unrevealed 2020s scene.


  The Reverse Engineers: Semi-active, May 2026.


  LNH 2024: Disbanded, May 2024.


  STRAFE: Hiatus, September 2024.


  Time Capsules: Semi-active, set in 2135, actual stories variable.


  Warden: Hiatus, May 2024
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